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COERBSPONDENCB OF THE CHILDEEN OF CHRIS- 
TOPHER MARSHALL. 

[The following letters from and to the children of Christopher 
Marshall, the diarist, have been kindly intrusted to me for publication. 
According to the information furnished me, Mr. Marshall left his home 
in England, early in the last century, in consequence of a second mar- 
riage contracted by his father, leaving behind him a sister, Isabella. At 
this time he was about eighteen years of age. He was twice married. 
There was no issue of the second marriage. His children were Ben- 
jamin, born 1737; Christopher, born 1740; Isabella, born 1741; and 
Charles, born 1742. Benjamin married, on the 22d day of the Tenth 
month, 1761, Sarah, daughter of Joseph Lynn, " late of the Northern 
Liberties, . . . deceased." The marriage took place " at Friends' 
Meeting-house, Second and Market Streets." In the certificate of mar- 
riage, Benjamin is described as "of the City of Philadelphia, . . . Tinn 
plate Worker." The illness referred to in the correspondence proved 
fatal, and he died January 29, 1778. Christopher married Ann (sur- 
name not given). Isabella died unmarried. Charles married Patience 
Parrish. Upon the entry of General Howe, Christopher Marshall, Senior, 
left Philadelphia, and remained with the "Government," at Lancas- 
ter, during the British occupancy. At the same time his three sons, 
with their families, removed to the country, Benjamin's home being 
at or near the fork of the road between Plymouth and Valley Forge, in 
Providence Township, whence some of the letters are dated. The Prov- 
idence from which the account of Bunker Hill was sent was, of course. 
Providence in New England. Benjamin was often at army head-quarters, 
and nursed many sick ofScers at his own house. It was here that he 
contracted a fever and died. — T. S.] 

Jabez Bowen to Messrs. Benjamin Marshall and Brothers, 
merchants, Philadelphia. 

(Endorsed) " The within Letter is Examined p' John 
Jinckes, one of the Gen' Com'tee of Correspondence." 

" Providence June 20 1775 
" My Friends, 

" After informing you of my safe Arrival and finding my 
Family in Health, I give you the News from the Army as 
authentiek as possible. Fryday night last Co^ Putnam took 
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post at Bunkers Hill, and hove up trenches sufficient to 
cover Three hundred Men, in the Morning preparations 
were made by the Kings Troops to Dislodge our people, 
they fired the Town of Charlestown in divers places and 
under cover of the Smoke, marched up and attacked our 
people with a Body of 5000 Men, (our Men on the hill con- 
sisted of about 2000). They attacked with spirit Three 
times and were Repulsed with great loss on their side, but 
(unfortunate for us) just as they were wheeling off the Third 
time some of our people in the left cry'd out that their 
Powder was all gone, which being heard by the Regulars 
they wheeled up and charged our people with their Bayonets, 
on which they were ordered to Retreat. They marched off 
as fast as possible from the ground till they were out of gun 
shott and then formed. They were not persued at all, but 
in the mean Time six Men of War and four floating Bat- 
teries were brot up and kept a Constant fire on the Cause- 
way that leads on to Charlestown, which prevented the 
Troops that were orderd to assist our people on the Hill, 
joyning of them, however Putnam and his Men run the 
gauntlett, but not without the loss of several Killed, and 
many Wounded by the Fire of the Ships &c. They have 
now Intrenched themselves on Pleasant Hill within Cannon 
shott of the Hill that the Regulars now possess. Our Loss 
in the action amounts to 60 Killed and Missing and about 
100 Wounded. Doct' Warren was wounded on the Hill, 
and fell and is supposed to be Dead, (tho' I this moment 
hear that lie is alive and a prisoner I cant say that I Believe 
it.) Co' Gardner of Cambridge is Wounded in the Groin I 
hope not mortally, it is impossible to tell the loss on the 
other side, neighther do we know who commanded the at- 
tack. On the same night that Putnam took post on Bunkers 
Hill another party broke ground on Dorchester Hill, we 
expect to hear an attack on them soon. We suppose that 
Roxbury was set on Fire last night and part or the whole of 
it Burnt down from the great light that was seen that way 
last Night. We lost six field pieces on Bunkers Hill. Our 
People are in high Spiritts, and seem eai-nest to be led on 
Vol. XVII. — 22 
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to some action to signalize themselves anew. Gen' Ward 
gave it as his opinion before our people took post on 
Bunkers Hill that it could not be made tenable, and that he 
tho't it not best to make an Intrenchment on it. 

"Our Government have ordered Two Cruizers to be- 
equiped and sent out to protect our Trade. They have 
Retaken Lindsays packett in sight of the Men of War, 
which Wallis had fitted as a Tender. The Men of War 
have taken Mr. Gibbs Brigg Loaded with Flour. They 
have put all the Flour on Board of the Men of War, for 
fear that the Brigg should be Retaken and unloaded as 
several Vessells from the West indies was, a few Days agone. 
The Sloop has not yet arrived that has my Goods on Board 
she stands a great Chance to fall into their Hands. Thus I 
have given you all the News that our Country affords. You 
will give my Respects of the good Women your Wives. I 
have put off writing till the last Moment to give you the 
Freshest Intelligence. I remain your Friend &c. — in great 
haste. 



"Jabez Bowen." 

Benjamin Marshall to his father, at Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania. 

"Philada Aug. 31777 
"Honoured & much Esteemed Father 

" I have been in Town but once before this since thee went 
away at which time Charles wrote thee & I desired him to 
Enform thee I sh* have wrote but was obliged to attend the 
Navy Board & Board of War to know ab' their sending 
down a fleet to clear the Cape May Channell & went out 
next morning early. ... I am well pleased to hear that thou 
art so fully satisfied with the place . . . hope by this time 
you are pretty well settled & got things to your mind for 
indeed fitting & altering places & Removing is attended with 
much trouble & I have often thought that it was too much 
for thee to undertake but well knowing that Mother would 
ease thee as much as in her power & indeed am afraid she 
will overdo the matter & fatigue herself too much, I wish it 
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may not hurt her. I assure thee y' Absence is very ful]y 
felt by us for whenever we come to Town it seems so odd. 
Especially as we all our life time have lived so near together. 
. . . The kind advice contained in thy Letter we received 
with pleasure as coming from a Father ever mindfull of his 
Children's Welfare both here & hereafter, . . . We have 
had frequent allarms this several! days concerning the 
Enemys fleet consisting of between 2 & 300 Sail being off 
our Capes & sometimes said to be in but they have again 
disapeard & have heard nothing of them these 2 days, it was 
fully expected they w* have come here. G. Washington's 
Army March'd & are now Encamped about Germantown, 
the Ealls &c & every preparation was making to receive 
thera, the Troops in high Spiritts & eagerly wishing for 
Action, as it was hoped our people, had the Enemy attempted, 
would have given a good ace* of them, but we are every 
hour in Expectation of hearing something from them. 
About 40 Large Ships sail'd from N. York lately with Sick 
& wounded Soldiers for England. No particular news from 
the Northward, the Enemy not having made any advances. 
Gen. Arnold & Gates are I hear orderd up there & Gen. 
Schuyler & St. Clair to be brought to Court Martiall which 
I hope will satisfy the people where the fault (if any) 
lay. 

" The Court of France have orderd Packquets to saill every 
Month for America with dispatches to Congress, they are very 
fast Sailing Vessells & are each to bring 30 Ton of Goods, one 
of which is arrived & brings very favourable acct' some of 
which are to be published in 2 or 3 days. They have offerd 
to Lend the Continent any Sum of Money on Loan & thereby 
Establish our Currency, to supply us with Goods on their 
own Risque, great Quantities are now coming to Congress, 
amongst which is 50 or 60,000 stand of Arms, great Q^ of 
Blankitts, Cloathing & other Goods, & that the people in 
generall there heartily wish us Success. 

" Dean & Doc' Franklin wrote to Lord Stormont at Paris 
complaining of the 111 IJsage our people received in England, 
he answered them that the Ambassador of the Kina: his 
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Master received no Letters from Eebells except to implore 
his Mercy. 

" A French nobleman, Son in Law to the Duke de Noailes, 
one of the first Families in France, is arrived in this City 
by the way of South Carolina (with severall Gentlemen) in 
a Yessell at his own Expence & Risque, & its said has made 
a present of some Brass Cannon, Musquets & Military Stores 
to the Contin^ Army there, the Congress have made him a 
Major Generall tho' not to have any Brigade neither will he 
receive any pay or pension but bear the whole Expences 
himself, only to have Liberty to be with Gen. Washington 
in every Engagement, a noble Instance of Honour. . . . 

" PauU Fooks has been very Bad & his Life despaired of, 
but is now much better . . . thy ever dutiful & affectionate 
Son whilst 

"Benj. Marshall. 

" P.S. — Thou'U see by the writing that I intended to have 
copied this over & corrected it, but as its too late & R. Flem- 
ing going very early I hope thee will be able to Read it & 
therefore Excuse my transcribing it." 

Benjamin Marshall to his wife. This letter is addressed 
" Benjamin Marshall at Newton Hall." 

" Philad. Sep. 12 1777 
" My dear Sally, 

"Yesterday morning between 8 & 9 O'Clock a report of 
Cannon was heard which continued till near 11 O'Clock & 
afterward begun to slacken ab' 12 a Letter from the Gen' 
informing that the Enemy were advancing that his men 
were in good Spirits & hoped to give a good ace' since which 
no ace' till this morning about 4 o'clock. Express from the 
Gen' enforming that during the Heavy firing at Chads Ford 
on Brandywine, a Large Body of the Enemy went round & 
cross'd a Ford ab' 6 miles higher up where we had 2 Bat- 
talions who received them with a heavy fire but the Enemy 
ab' 5000 rushed on with fixt Bayonetts ; so that our people 
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were obliged to give way before the Gen' could gett to sup- 
port them, tbe remainder then attackt "Waynes & Maxwells 
Brigades & after a heavy fire gott accross the Ford. Our 
whole Array then retreated, and when the ace' came away 
were ab' 2 mile from the Enemy. Gen. Washington was 
at Chester ab' 2 O'Glock this morning & orderd the Army 
to Form behind them. Our Loss of men said to be ab' 50, 
the Enemy considerable by their forcing the Creeck — the 
French Nobleman wounded in the Leg. Coll. White of the 
Light Horse wounded. Gen. (I forgett) shot thro' the hand, 
Coll. Stone & L' Coll. Smith of Maryland killed. Cap' For- 
rest of Artillery wounded, & some others names not ment*. 
We allso lost several pieces of Cannon. Expect to hear 
more particulars presently. Yesterday they hauled a num- 
ber of large Cannon to the ferry on Sculkill & this morning 
some very heavy ones goes to the Swedes Ford, great num- 
ber of shovells, spades, picks. Wheel Barrows &c were allso 
sent in order to throw up Breast works ; the Militia are 
all to turn out this morning as Volunteers, they having mett 
yesterday afternoon for that purpose. Gen. Livingston goes 
to Jersey in order to gett out their militia, this matter pre- 
vents any Business being done as all the Shops are ordered 
to be shutt up, & we cannot yet do any thing with our Salt, 
only Congress have engaged to take it at their risque. I 
cant say when shall come up as I cannot leave here till I 
hear how things is like to be, tho' hope to be up to Morrow. 
My Dear Love to the Children & all Sr^' & am with sincere 
affection thine whilst 

"Benj. Marshall. 

" ISr.B. — The Frd' & other prisoners were sent away yes- 
terday afternoon from the Masons Lodge." 

Charles Marshall to his father, at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

" Peovidence January lO"" 1778 
" Dear Father 

" Thine p' Jacob Baker came safe to hand last fifth Day 

about noon accompanied by Dr. Phile whose Presence was 
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very agreable as his Wife and Children had come out of 
Philad* & were at my House anxiously wishing for his 
Arrival. ... I wish y' Opertunities from us to Lancaster 
were more frequent y' w^e might oftener inform you the 
Situation of our Families (as since the Army has removed 
across the Skuilkill we do not meet with so many Opertuni- 
ties). ... I perceive by thine that thou wast apprized of 
Brother Benjamin's being sick ... I just now heard from 
him by Dr. Morgan who attends him, he saw him this after- 
noon & says y* (he) is very poorly & thinks his Disorder will 
turn to be nervous, however I refer thee to Dr. Phile who 
can inform thee more particularly he having seen him. 
Patience has been in Philad'' twice, her main Inducement 
the first Time was to try to gett her Sister Betsy Phile out 
but when she was in Town she found further Business as 
the very Day after her Arrival she understood that the 
English intended to take Possession of the Things y' were 
in our back Store up Vidells Alley Avhich untill then they 
had not touched, so y* she had to use all the Influence she 
could to try to save them & the Officer in my House (who 
intended to sieze them) promised that if she produced a List 
of what was in the Store & affirm to it, she might have them 
upon which she came up to us & we made out a List as well 
as we could and she went down the Second Time but tho' 
she stayed Several Days in Town she had but once an oper- 
tunity of seeing him, & altho she had nearly a Promise of 
having the Things yet when the List was given him he 
required Some Time to consider of it & as Patience chose to 
come out with her Sister she has not yet obtained an Answer 
tho the Officer told her that she need not wait as he could 
inform her Brother who will wait on him for his Answer, 
however I think it is necessary y' she should go down again 
to know the Fate of the Things. . . . The Officer y' first 
lived in my House when he removed took part of our Fur- 
niture with him also part of Bro Chris" Furniture is also 
taken out of his House which Patience has also to see after 
tho the Officer has promised her to deliver hers back, & 
upon the whole Patience has been used with good manners 
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by them or rather full as well as could expect. . . . Thy 

affectionate Son 

" Charles Marshall. 

" Almost 11 O'clock at night." 

Christopher Marshall, Jr., to his father, at Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. 

"January 28'^ 1778 

" Dear Father 

" I am now at Brother Benny's & have been up with him 
these two last nights past to attend him in his Illness, which 
I have been anxious to communicate to thee from time to 
time . . . but as the Army is in Quarters on the other Side 
of Sckuylkill, Opportunities do not present here so frequent 
as formerly, neither do I meet with any at my own habita- 
tion, being in that Respect a private place, and from head 
Quarters there may be Oppertunities, but the Passage over 
the River has been obstructed by floating Ice, otherwise 
believe I should have gone over & might have forwarded a 
few Lines from thence — however I now write but know not 
how it will be conveyed to lett thee know that the different 
Branches of our Families are all well in Health at present, 
except our dear Brother Benjamin, who still continues very 
ill, thou wast before appriz'd by Letters from Charles & 
Self as well as personally by Dr. Phyle who saw him, of the 
Situation he was in. . . . Dr. Morgan & Hutchinson who 
attended him declare it to be the Putrid Fever ... on the 
whole from many Circumstances think he is something 
better, but know not how to flatter ourselves with his 
Recovery. . . . Sister Sally . . . almost constantly with him 
. . . her Bodily fatigue is much lessened by having Aunt 
Lydia Darragh here who heard dismal accounts of Sickness 
amongst us induced her to come out of Town, so y' its great 
Ease to all our minds to have her here, as thou knows she's 
so tender hearted, skillfull & willing to do any thing about 
a Sick person. We should have been pleased to have 
heard from thee p' return of Rees's Waggon, but suppose 
he came off sooner than thou expected, if thou hast wrote 
p' Kolb's Waggon or any other Opportunity, they have not 
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come to our hands, the last we rec* was p' Jac : Baker who 
came in Co^ with Dr. Phyle. 

" Brother Charles & Patience lodged here last night . . . 
she has been to Town in hopes of getting many of our arti- 
cles returned, those in our back Store she has got leave to 
remove, as the English Army want the Store . . . had she 
apply'd when one Col. Maxwell was in her House believe 
she would have mett with little Difficulty, but as he's re- 
moved there's another Officer in his place not so oblidging 
which requires much prudence to know how to act with 
him. . . . Thy affectionate Son 

" Christopher Marshall Jun". 

" N.B. — We rec* several Letters from England which had 
lain in the Post Office in Town, but they were Old Dates & 
had been first Examined ; there was one for thee but they 
would not deliver it. 

"2 O'clock P.M." 

Charles Marshall to his father (written on back of the 
foregoing). 

" January 29* 1778 J past 4 O'Clock P.M. 

" Annexed is what Bro' Chris' wrote thee yesterday. . . . 
Betwixt 10 & 11 o'clock at night . . . instead of his appear- 
ing better ... we were surprized to find y' he was consid- 
erably worse ... so y' we called up Sister Sally (whom we 
had a little before perswaded to go to Bed) & sent for Bro 
Chris & Sister Betsy who had gone over to David Ritten- 
house's to lodge ... we think he cannot survive over this 
night ... we have now sent Jacob Baker on purpose to 
convey this Letter. We should be greatly pleased to see 
thee here, but on acco' of the badness of the Weather & 
Eoads cannot promise ourselves that Satisfaction. . . . Sister 
Sally tho considerably afflicted on this most trying & affect- 
ing Occasion, has nevertheless I think behaved with be- 
coming Fortitude & endeavours to be resigned & to submitt 
to the Will of Providence, which owing to the unsettled 
State of the Times & her peculiar Situation, (she being very 
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lusty & expecting to lay in some Time in March) makes it a 
more trying Dispensation to her as well as to thee & us. . . . 
Thy Loving & affectionate Son 

" Chaklbs Marshall." 



Charles Marshall to his father, at Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

" Providence February 5^ 1778 
"Respected Father 

" Thy several favours p' Gen. De Kalbs Waggon, Will 
Armstrong & Jacob Baker all came safe to hand, the last I 
did not receive untill yesterday afternoon as Baker was 
detained from crossing Skuilkill the night before by the 
water being high. Patience and I were at Sister Sally's 
when he came there ... we could not but sympathyze with 
thee for the Loss we have all sustained . . . especially as 
being at such a great distance y' thou couldst not have the 
opertunity of being with thy dear Son during his Sickness. 
... I sincerely wish that our aged Father may be supported 
under this Tryal. . . . 

" As our Bro' Benja" dyed without settling his affairs Sister 
Sally is desirous y' we (Bro' Chris & self) should have the 
Settlement thereof which indeed we are very willing & 
desirous to undertake & assist therein all that we can, but as 
we presume we cannot act, & thou canst, we therefore think 
it will be best for thee to administer to his Estate, but at 
same time we can be assistant in doing all the Business, for 
which Reason we are desirous that thou wouldst come down 
that we might consult with thee on the Occasion. ... I am 
sorry thou shouldst have to undertake such a Journey at 
this Season of the Tear but as matters are situated I think 
it cannot well be avoided & therefore we shall postpone 
doing anything material untill thou comes down or we hear 
further from thee, perhaps it would be best to try to gett an 
easy Creature & come on Horseback rather than in the 
Chair as the Roads are so heavy, & tho' it will not suit 
either of us at present to leave our Homes to come up all 
the way to Lancaster yet if thou can send us word where 
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& when to meet thee on the Eoad, one of us might if the 
Roads are not too bad meet thee with a Carriage. . . ■. I 
hope this may find thee & Mother in the Enjoyment of 
Health. . . . 

" Thy Loving Son 

" Charles Marshall. 

" I have herewith sent 2 News Papers y' I rec'd from Philad 
yesterday & I desire by every Opertunity thou wouldst send 
me down the Lancaster E'ews Paper & I will endeavour to 
send thee up the Philad Papers as often as possible. 

" Please to purchase & send me 2 of Dunlaps Almanacks 
with the Articles of Confederation in. I have not Time at 
present to write about Patiences being in Philad, only she 
says she was at Jn" Lynns & they were all well there as well 
as most of our friends in general, Uncle Hallowell & Family 
desired particularly to be remembered to you, as also Stephen 
& Mary Collins & Rob Parrish. 

" } past 11 O'clock at night. 

" I forgot to mention that our dear Brother was buryed last 
Seventh Day at Plymouth Meeting Yard as Sister Sally 
proposes y' if she is so happy as to gett to Philad" again to 
have him removed there." 

Charles Marshall to his father, at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

" Philada December 1" 1781 
"Esteemed Father 

"Brother Christopherwrote to thee a few Days past ad- 
vising thee of the Safe Delivery of Sister Betsy of a Daugh- 
ter, . . . now I have to convey to thee the awfuU Tidings 
of her Departure, she having expired yesterday about 20 
minutes past 12 O'Clock. ... I have often to view our 
present Separation with Concern shouldst thou be taken ill. 
... I therefore request thee to reconsider our Separation in 
this Light & if thou canst find freedom to remove to thy old 
Habitation, be assured it will afford great Satisfaction & 
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Pleasure to all of thy Dear Offspring as well as to many of 
thy other Friends. . . . 

" Thy affectionate Son 

" Charles Marshall. 

"Please to inform Widow Kuhn y' I had her Things 
packed up Several Days, & I expected y' Bowsman might 
have called again to have informed us that his Waggon 
was come. . . . 

" The Child seems bravely & has a good breast of Milk so 
that we have hopes it may do well." 



